
 Reception 
Our Reception curriculum offer  

✓ School Virtues: Fairness and Kindness, Resilience and Curiosity, Courage and Independence 

✓ Little Wandle Phonics 

✓ BLAST! 

✓ Launchpad for Literacy 

✓ Feelings chart and pegs 

✓ Worry Monsters 

✓ Tales Toolkit 

✓ Dough Disco 

✓ Dogum  

✓ Squiggle while you wiggle 

✓ Daily circle time, box of tricks 

✓ Reflection corner, books linked to feelings and emotions 

✓ Picture news 

✓ NSPCC Pants 

✓ British Values 

✓ Protected Characteristics, through Picture News 

 

 

 

 

Open ended questioning to prompt deeper 

discussion 

I wonder who lives there? 

I wonder how you get there? 

I wonder what it looks/tastes/sounds/feels like..? 

I wonder what happens if…? 

I wonder who it is…? 

I wonder how it’s made…? 

I wonder how many? 

I wonder why/how/who? 
 

 

 

Autumn Key Knowledge 

✓ Know that vegetables and other objects can be used to print and how to do 

this. 

✓ Know that you can create a new colour by mixing two colours together 

✓ Know how to follow step by step instructions to draw a character/person. 

✓ Know how to use tools and equipment to make a skeleton and stickman. 

✓ Know how to tap/clap the pulse. 

✓ Know how to clap syllables in names. 

✓ Know how to change pitch when singing and using instruments. 

✓ Know how to manipulate a range of materials to make a worm, poppy, a 

character home and a boat. 

✓ Know that there are different types of weather and what typical Autumn 

weather is like. 

✓ Know that worms live in a wormery and begin to explain how to make one.   

✓ Know some of the bones in a skeleton and how to keep them healthy including 

teeth. 

✓ Know how to plant, grow and take care of seeds including grass seeds. 

✓ Know some fruits and vegetables and how they are grown.  

✓ Know how the environment can change from Autumn to Winter.  

✓ Know that liquids freeze and solids melt when their temperature is changed.  

✓ Know that some solids melt when they heat up e.g ice and chocolate. 

✓ Know the names of some woodland and polar animals, their habitats and begin 

to describe their life cycles.  

✓ Know the force ‘pull’ and give an example of where it is used.  

✓ Know that some objects float and some sink. 

✓ Recall some key facts about Harvest Festival, Bonfire Night, Remembrance Day, 

Black History month, Diwali & Christmas.  

✓ Know, repeat and use actions, words or phrases from key texts to retell stories 

and begin to identify key events within them.  

✓ Know the key events on a story and plot them on a timeline.  

✓ Know ways in which our environment changes in Autumn and Winter e.g 

temperature getting colder, leaves falling from the trees.  

✓ Know and name who is in their immediate family and listen to other children. 

✓ Know some differences between Hemlington and the South Pole. 

✓ Know how to draw a map and identify some key features of maps. 

✓ Know how to keep themselves safe and tell trusted adults if they have a problem. 

✓ Know that everyone is different but in some ways, we are the same and begin 

to explain these differences. 

To use the skills of ‘noticing’ and ‘observing’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spring Key Knowledge 

✓ Know the primary colours and that new colours can be made by colour mixing.  

✓ Know that Kandinsky used circles and colour.  

✓ Know how to follow a design brief given by the teacher eg, to build a castle.  

✓ Know some ingredients and instructions to make a cake.  

✓ Know that overlapping coloured shapes make new colours.  

✓ Know some key features of a castle e.g, towers and walls  

✓ Know that bridges join two different places.   

✓ Know how to join materials for different purposes eg, a dragon puppet.  

✓ Know how to sing taught songs.  

✓ Know that families have a range of structures and began to name differences in 

families.   

✓ Know that a marriage is between two people.  

✓ Know ways in which our environment changes in Spring e.g Autumn bulbs growing and 

lambs being born.  

✓ Know that pancakes are made using batter and that it changes from a liquid to a 

pancake.  

✓ Know that we can collect and show data.  

✓ Know that humans start their lives as babies and grow into adults.  

✓ Know some of the changes that occur during the human life cycle.  

✓ Know how to plant a seed and take care of it.  

✓ Know that we live in Hemlington and name some local landmarks.  

✓ Know some differences between Hemlington and the city in Mixed.   

✓ Know how to use the IPad to take a photo.   

✓ Know that Mother’s Day and Valentine’s day celebrate the people that we love.   

✓ Know that everyone has different feelings and begin to understand the reasons for 

these.   

✓ Know some key events in the Easter story and understand how Shrove Tuesday is linked to 

this.  

✓ Know that Chinese New Year is celebrated in China every year and discuss how it is 

celebrated.   

✓ Recall some key facts about Chinese New Year, Easter, Valentine’s Day, Shrove Tuesday, 

Mother’s Day and World Book Day.  

✓ To use the skills of ‘noticing’ and ‘observing’  

✓ Explore the concept of some new and old household objects.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer Key Knowledge 

•  Know that paint can be made lighter or darker.  

• Know that collage is made by sticking pieces together.  

• Know the ingredients and some instructions to bake 

bread e.g flour.  

• Know that tractors have 4 wheels.  

• Know some features of an ocean habitat e.g rocks and begin 

to describe these.  

• Know how to copy a simple beat pattern using body percussion 

or instruments.  

• Know that the weather in Summer is usually sunny and the 

temperature is warmer.  

• Know that we can help to look after the Earth.  

• Know that bread is baked.  

• Know that humans have 5 senses including smell and taste.  

• Know that chickens hatch out of eggs.  

• Know and name some farm animals and their babies e.g sheep 

and lambs.  

• Know that the sun is out during the day and the moon is visible 

on a night.  

• Begin to name events and when they occur e.g going to 

school.  

• Begin to know the life cycle of a plant beginning at seed.  

• Know and name some animals that live in the ocean.  

• Know that pollution hurts the Earth.  

• Know that some materials can be recycled and turned into 

something new.  

• Know some links between rivers, seas and oceans.  

• Know that maps can be used to show us where to go and begin 

to know how to use them.  

• Know what you may see on a trip to a 

farm e,g tractors, barn and farmer  

• Know some key features of a map and how to draw one.  

• Know and name some differences between Hemlington and 

the settings in our stories e.g a farm, Africa and the ocean.   

• Know how to order main events in a story.  

• To use the skills of ‘noticing’ and ‘observing’.  

 



Key texts, songs and rhymes 

Autumn  Spring  Summer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

Nursery Rhymes  

Pat-a-cake 

1,2,3,4,5 once I caught a fish alive 

This old man 

5 little ducks 

Name song 

Things for fingers 

I’m a little teapot 

Grand Old Duke of York 

Ring O’ Roses 

Hickory Dickory Dock 

Not too Difficult 

ABC song  

 

Autumn songs and rhymes 

One potato, two potato 

Conkers 

Cauliflowers fluffy 

Roly Poly 

Harvest Samba 

 

Christmas songs and rhymes 

 Little Donkey 

Away in a Manger  

Rat a Tat Tat 

Starry Night  

Sing a Song of Shepherds 

Three Wise Men 

This Christmas Time 

We Wish you a merry Christmas   

 

Nursery Rhymes (From Master the curriculum and Little Wandle)  

1 Potato, 2 Potato, 3 Potato 4  

5 Little Speckled Frogs  

5 Little Ducks  

5 Currant Buns  

5 Sausages  

1 Finger, 1 Thumb  

1,2, Buckle my Shoe  

2 Little Dickie Birds  

Head, Shoulders, Knees and Toes  

Zoom, Zoom,Zoom  

  

1,2,3,4,5 Once I caught a Fish Alive  

Baa, Baa Black Sheep  

Humpty Dumpty  

Incy Wincy  

Jack and Jill  

Ring-a-ring-a-roses  

Round and round the garden  

Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star  

Wind the Bobbin Up  

 

Spring songs and rhymes  

 10 Little Daffodlis  

5 Warm Eggs  

Wiggly Giggles  

Currant Buns  

5 Little Peas in a Peapod Pressed  

Over in the Meadow  

I went to the cabbages  

Peter Rabbit  

In and out the dusty bluebells  

 

Nursery Rhymes (From Master the curriculum and Little Wandle)  

1 Potato, 2 Potato, 3 Potato 4  

5 Little Speckled Frogs  

5 Little Ducks  

5 Currant Buns  

5 Sausages  

1 Finger, 1 Thumb  

1,2, Buckle my Shoe  

2 Little Dickie Birds  

Head, Shoulders, Knees and Toes  

Zoom, Zoom,Zoom  

  

1,2,3,4,5 Once I caught a Fish Alive  

Baa, Baa Black Sheep  

Humpty Dumpty  

Incy Wincy  

Jack and Jill  

Ring-a-ring-a-roses  

Round and round the garden  

Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star  

Wind the Bobbin Up  

 

 


